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INFORMATION FOR DELEGATES 
 

Registration  
 
All clergy and lay delegates must register for Synod.  Registration will take place at The Willows (382 
Cartwright St., Saskatoon ) commencing at 12:30 pm in the reception area and will conclude at 1:30 
pm.  Locate your Deaneryªs table, sign the registration form and receive any additional material that 
may be handed out at Synod.  Please register as early as possible.     
 
If you are unable to attend Synod, please pass on all materials to the alternate lay or youth delegate 
as soon as possible.   
 
When the full quota of delegates from a parish has registered, no substitutes for the parish may be 
made, even if some of those who have  registered are unable to attend all Sessions of Synod.  

Costs 

 
Each parish is responsible for the payment of the costs of its clerical, lay and youth delegates when 
attending sessions of the Synod.  

Meals  

 
Supper on Friday, April 4, lunch and a Banquet Sup per on Saturday April 5 will be served at The 
Willows.  Parishes will be billed for meals and miscellaneous costs at a later date.  
 

If you have special dietary needs, please notify the Synod Office by e - mail to 
anglicansynod1@sasktel.net, or by mail to Synod of the Diocese of Saskatoon, PO Box 1965, 
Saskatoon, SK, S7K 3S5.  

Accommodations 

The Synod Office has reserved at block of rooms at the Park Town Hotel at the cost of $95 plus tax 
for single occupancy and $113 plus tax for double occupancy per night.  Please contact the Park Town 
Hotel directly at 30 6- 244- 5564 not later than March 20, 2008 to reserve your room.  
 
If you wish a billet, please contact the Synod Office by March 20, 2008 with your request.  

Attendance  

All delegates are asked to be present at all sessions of Synod.  

Sessions  

 
Synod will assemble in The Willows on Friday, April 4, 2008 at 1:30 pm.  Supper break will be from 
5:30 pm ® 6:30 pm.  The evening session will be from 6:45 pm to 9:00 pm.   Synod will 
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reconvene on Saturday April 5, 2008 at 8:30 am until 5:00 pm.  A banquet and entertainment will 
follow.  Synod will reconvene in the Cathedral Parish Hall on Sunday, April 6 at 8:30 am followed by 
the closing Eucharist at the Cathedral of the St. John the Evangelist at 10:30 am.  
  
Practices and Procedures of Synod  

 
The Presider 

 
Our Diocesan Bishop, The Right Reverend Rod Andrews, as president, chairs the proceedings of 
Synod. 
 
Rules of Order  

 
Rules of Order govern virtually everything that m ay take place on the floor of Synod.  In cases where 
the answer to a procedural question may not be clear, the Chair decides what procedures will be 
followed.  The Chair  may seek the advice of the Dio cesan Chancellor on any point of order.  
 
The following rules of order enable members of Synod to conduct the business of Synod effectively and 
efficiently.  Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to consult with t he Chancellor, your priest 
or another lay representative. 
 
Resolutions, Motions and Amendments  
 
Ideas reach Synod in the form of Resolutions, which have been developed by members of Synod and 
the various committees of Synod.  Resolutions are motions requesting Synod to take specific action.  
You will find Notice of Motions in your Convening Ci rcular.  
 
All resolutions not already printed in the Convening Circular, except for those of procedural or courtesy 
nature or that arise in the course of debate, will be written on the resolution form (a copy is 
enclosed in this Convening Circular) and submitted to the Chair of the Resolutions Committee, The 
Reverend Dr. Henry Comerford, for consideration by the committee before being put to Synod.   
 
Any resolution presented must include an explanatory note and or background information. 
 
Decisions about what actions the Diocese takes can have financial implications.  If a motion involves 
expenditures of new or additional funds, please indicate this.  
 
 
Debate  
 
Resolutions may call for amendments to our Constitution, our Canons or give direction for action to be 
taken in our Diocese.  
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When a motion is introduced, the mover of the motion is allowed to speak for maximum of three 
minutes.  The seconder to the mot ion is also given a opportunity to speak, up to a ma ximum of two 
minutes.  Once the  mover and seconder have had their opportunity to speak, other members of Synod 
are given the opportunity to speak , up to a maximum of three minutes.  
 
As a member of Synod, you are encouraged to share your experience and thoughts as they help to 
facilitate discussion and consideration of an issue.  
 
If you wish to speak to Synod, proceed to the nearest microphone so you may be recognized by the 
Chair.  When recognized by the  Chair at the microphone, you please  state your name and the name 
of the parish your represent.  
 
Voting at Synod  

 
When the «question is called¬, you will have an opportunity to express your vote and voting may be 
done in variety of ways.  The Chair will give  direction on how the vote will take place.  
 
Elections 

 
An important part of the work of Synod is the election of representatives to Diocesan Council and its 
standing committees, and to Provincial and General Synods.  You will receive an election ballot with 
the names of those who have been nominated for election.  
 
Quorum of Synod  

 
A quorum of the synod shall consist of a least one - quarter of the clerical delegates and one - quarter 
of the lay delegates . 

 
 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS  
 

Archdeacon  
appointed by the Diocesan Bishop to preside over the Archdeaconry.  

 
Canadian House of Bishops 
 this House meets twi ce yearly when all bishops across Canada assemble in a forum chaired by 
 the Primate.  This consultation among bishops provides for unity within the church and gives 
 national leadership. 
 
Canon  

1)  an ecclesiastical law or regulation of the diocese/province/ national Church. 
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2)  a title conferred by a bishop on a priest or on a lay member of the Church.  

 
Chancellor of A Diocese  
 A judge or barrister who is appointed to assist and advise the Diocesan Bishop in all matters 
 of discipline or cases of difficulty or d oubt. 
 
Clericus 
 a monthly meeting where the clergy of a deanery come together to discuss matters of  common 
 concern. 
 
Convening Circular 
 A publication containing reports, notices of motion, memorials and petitions related to the 
 business of the diocesan synod and ci rculated to its members before the convening of the 
 synod. 
 
Credentials Committee  
 A committee constituted to report to the synod the standing of all per sons who claim 
 membership, and advises the chairperson as to a quorum of each Order.  
 
Deanery Council  
 a forum of all licensed members of the clergy, all licensed lay incumbents, and the 
 churchwardens and lay delegates to synod of all congregations. 
 
Diocesan Council 

comprised of approximately 38 members; meets 3 to 4 times per year; its duty is to manage 
and administer the funds and property of the Synod, exercising all powers and functions of the 
Synod between sessions of the Synod, except enacting, amending or repealing the Canons or 
the Constitution.  The Council is chaired by the Dioc esan Bishop. 
 

Diocese 
 The area or district under  the jurisdiction and pastoral care of a bishop.  There are 30 
 dioceses in The Anglican Church of Canada. 
 
Ecclesiastical Province 

A group of dioces es under the jurisdiction of a provincial synod.  In Canad a there are four 
ecclesiastical provinces:  British Columbia  and Yukon, Canada, Ontario and Rupertªs Land. 

 
Ex- Officio 
 a position or office that is granted to a person by virtue of another specified po sition  that 
 person holds. 
 
Incumbent 
 A priest of d eacon appointed by the bishop to a parish or other office of the Church.  
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Letters Bene Decessit  
 A formal document given by a bishop to a bishop, priest, or deacon in good standing  upon 
 transfer to another diocese. 
 
Letters Testimonial 
 A formal commendation given by a bishop, priest, or deacon in good standing, who is  entering 
 upon leave of absence from the diocese where he or she is registered.  
 
Matrimonial Commission 
 A group appointed by a diocesan bishop to deal with applications for permission to marry in 
 accordance with the Anglican C hurch of Canada Canon XXI ® On Marriage in the Church.  
 
Memorial 
 A formal written statement describing a position taken by an individual or organization, such as 
 a diocesan synod. 
 
Metropolitan 
 The Primate, or an  archbishop having jurisdiction and pastoral oversight of an ecclesiastical 
 province. 
 
Ministry, Abandonment Of  
 When a deacon, priest, or  bishop ceases to exercise the ministry of the Church or openly 
 renounces the doctrine, discipline and worship of t he Church. 
 
Ministry, Relinquishment Of  
 An act or deed wher eby a deacon, priest or bishop surrenders or renounces his or her 
 exercise of the ministry of the Church.  
 
 
Motions, Notice of Motion  

a formal notice by a me mber that he or she intends to present a Resolution to the Synod .  
The Resolution wording may be included in the notice.  

 
Notice of Motion  

A formal notice (generally written, but somet imes oral) by a member that he or she intends 
to present a resolution.  The notice of motion includes the substance of the resolution.  The 
wording of a resolution usually, but not necessarily, is included in the notice.  

 
Orders  
 Refers to the membership of the Diocesan Synod:  the Order of Clergy, and the Order of 
 Laity. 
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Petition  
 A formal written r equest for action submitted in writing to the Dioc esan Synod by an 
 individual or organization. 
 
Point of Order 

an appeal to the ch air that the procedures of the meeting are at variance with rules of order 
or canons. 

 
Primate 

The President of the General Synod , chairperson of the House of Bishops and senior 
metropolitan of the Church; with the title of Archbishop.  

 
Question, putting the/calling the 
 placing a formally moved and seconded motion before the Synod for a vote.  
 
Quorum  

The minimum number of members of the Diocesan Synod required to conduct business. 
 
Regional Dean  
 a priest in the deanery, elected for a term by  the Clericus of the deanery.  
 
Resolution  
 a formal written proposal for action to be considered by the Synod.  
 
Session 
 The term used for the entire time the synod meets.  
 
Sitting 
 A period of time du ring a session of the Dioce san Synod when members meet to consider the 
 business of Synod. 
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